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command, and everything depended upon systematic
progression. The pukka Indian Army officer was
rather lost in the influx, but as the men were spread
out, so did these endeavour to emulate them.
Allenby knew that his men and officers were doing
their best under the strangest of conditions, and he
must not fail them. Neither could he fail Whitehall,
which was screaming for action. The moment that
last platoon was in place, then zero hour obtained,
and the great advance was on,
Liman von Sanders had little cause to be anxious.
At his back, and running the entire distance of his
front from Haifa to Deraa, was a railway most ex-
cellently served. From Deraa, on his left, the railway
junctioned with the line to Damascus and beyond,
and that to Amman and Maan in the south. He
was most comfortably served with communications,
and he had that mobility which makes for peace
within the general's mind.
The Haifa-Deraa railway at his back was suffi-
ciently far in the distance for him to be elastic. His
line could be bent and dented. He could be pushed
back for miles, and he could still retain his equanimity,
because the railway would allow him quickly to
reinforce, and even pinch in and isolate those suffi-
ciently intrepid to pierce his front. He had done all
that a good general could do, for with the fall of
Jerusalem he had retired to selected ground, and
the Germans knew a salient when they saw one,
The constant marching of troops as the newly-
modelled army sought its format, of course puzzled
the Turks, and he desired to answer the riddle which